
RTPI 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

2016
Annual Report

www.rtpi.org



RTPI 2016 ANNUAL REPORT2

Sometimes I think the movie, Night at the Museum, gave the term natural history a bum rap. Starring Ben Stiller as a down-on-his-luck 
night watchman, this fantasy-comedy takes place at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City. At night the museum 
exhibits “come alive” with wild antics by a host of creatures and historical characters, mixing the likes of Teddy Roosevelt, Christopher 
Columbus and Attila the Hun with fierce dinosaurs and a troublemaking capuchin monkey. 

New York’s American Museum of Natural History is very worth seeing, as is the movie, but it’s important to realize that natural history 
encompasses much more than the study of artifacts from some by-gone era. 

The study of natural history is very much alive and focused on the future, spanning a range of scientific disciplines such as zoology, 
botany and geology, as well as humanity’s impressions of nature, often rendered through artistic disciplines such as painting, sculpture 
and photography. A naturalist studies the past and present in order to better address the environmental challenges of the future. Indeed, 
our namesake, Roger Tory Peterson, was a naturalist, an artist, and an educator. And when you visit RTPI in Jamestown, you will find 
that our facility is part museum, part art gallery, part classroom and part research and consulting facility. 

I am immensely proud of RTPI’s many remarkable accomplishments during 2016, and we intend to achieve even more in 2017. Using our 
recently completed Action Plan for 2016-2021 as our guide, we endeavor to expand the geographic reach of RTPI.

The Art Action Plan will enable us to maintain a lineup of world-class nature art exhibits in our Jamestown galleries. RTPI will also ex-
pand its reach to the world beyond our region through traveling art exhibits and the digitization of Dr. Peterson’s works in our archives. 
With this in mind, we are planning to take our art and the RTPI story “on the road” with several get-acquainted events. 

The Education Action Plan continues to include college level courses, supervised research and innovative pilot-projects like RTPI’s 
Project Wild America Youth Ambassadors in Jamestown, NY, and Wildlife Guards in Bridgeport, CT. These programs empower young 
people to participate in conservation, explore and appreciate local natural resources, and facilitate global thinking and action, as they 
will be the next generation of professionals in the field of natural history research and environmental stewardship. RTPI also works 
with various partners to promote the natural world as a community asset and to demonstrate the direct relationship between the 
health of a region’s ecosystems and the health of its population and economy. 

The Conservation Action Plan addresses a number of important environmental issues with pragmatic, community-based solutions. 
With scarce resources available, many conservation efforts are often reactive and crisis-driven, with few follow-up studies to assess 
long-term effectiveness. RTPI works to inspire people to choose action over inaction. We intend to develop RTPI as a functional re-
search institute focused on providing practical solutions to existing environmental needs.

Our president, Dr. Twan Leenders, led two conservation research trips to Panama and Costa Rica during 2016. In these tropical locales, 
Dr. Leenders and his team survey and monitor populations of frogs and other amphibians, and study the seasonal migration patterns of 
birds from North America. Birds and amphibians are sensitive to changes in the environment, 
and one goal of Dr. Leenders’ research is to detect early indicators of potential environmental 
problems in order to engage in timely and effective conservation strategies. Much of RTPI’s 
work in Central America is accomplished in cooperation with high school and college stu-
dents—a good example of how RTPI blends its education programs with its conservation and 
research programs. 

Great things are in store for RTPI in the year ahead, but executing the RTPI Action Plan will 
take continued hard work by our talented staff and increased donations from our friends and 
patrons. Many of you have helped us succeed through your generous financial contributions 
and we are grateful for your support. Please plan to visit us in 2017, and please make your gift 
to the Peterson Fund today. 

Best regards, 

Bill Hackney 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

A Message From the Chairman

Bill Hackney 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
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RTPI Welcomes Two New  Trustees

RTPI welcomed Warren C. Blanchard to 
our Board of Trustees in April 2016. Warren 
(Wren) resides with his wife, Susan and son, 
Steven in San Antonio, Texas. After retiring 
from the US Air Force as a Command Pilot, 
Wren piloted for American Airlines until 2005. 
He has a degree in Psychology from Colgate 
University and a Master’s Degree in Systems 
Management from St. Mary’s University. Wren 
volunteers with the San Antonio Symphony 
League and other charitable organizations, and 
he actively supports and helps coach the Texas 
Special Olympics in which his son, Steven, 
participates. Wren’s interests include golf, 
snow skiing, boating, cycling, motorcycling, 
music and photography. A Jamestown, New 
York native, Wren and his family have a 
summer residence on Chautauqua Lake. 

Our Board was also glad to receive Wilson 
Mudge in May of 2016. Wilson is a partner 
in the law firm of Arnold & Porter LLP in 
Washington, DC, specializing in antitrust 
matters of all types including mergers, civil and 
criminal investigations, and civil litigation. He 
is a graduate of Michigan State University and 
The American University, Washington College 
of Law. Wilson has had a lifelong interest in 
natural history and the outdoors, including fly 
fishing, hiking, hunting and camping. Originally 
a native of Jamestown, New York, Wilson now 
resides in Arlington, Virginia with his wife Amy 
and two children, Annabel and Emmett. He 
returns to the our area regularly to visit family 
and to enjoy the scenic beauty of Western New 
York and adjacent Pennsylvania. 

In Loving Memory: R. Quintus Anderson
November 27, 1930 - June 26, 2016 

RTPI has lost a great friend, mentor and leader; R. Quintus “Quint” Anderson was a mem-
ber of the RTPI Board of Trustees for many years, providing wisdom, guidance, a sense of 

humor, and great optimism. He was a tireless supporter of 
RTPI’s mission and of his community. A Jamestown, New York 
native, Quint  knew Roger Tory Peterson, and like Roger he 
used lessons from his small town upbringing and experiences 
to make his mark in the world. He kept a Peterson field guide to 
birds on his desk.

Quint was a strong proponent of running not-for-profits like a 
business – keeping financial transparency and responsibility at 
the forefront. He also advised that board meetings were a place 
for conducting business, not dwelling on the details. Sound 
perspectives that are still very much an integral part of RTPI’s 
operations. 
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MISSION 
The Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History is the only 
official institutional steward of Roger Tory Peterson’s body of 
work and his enduring legacy. It is our mission to successfully 
foster understanding, appreciation and protection of the natural 
world in the spirit of Dr. Peterson’s many accomplishments. By 
providing people with opportunities to engage in nature-focused 
art, education and conservation projects, we promote the study 
of natural history and its connections to human health and 
prosperity.

VISION 
RTPI provides a powerful synergy of Art, Education and 
Conservation that is positively focused on natural history 
and the environment. Our message is greatly amplified by the 
connections between these three organizational ‘pillars’ and 
the creative and innovative body of work by Dr. Peterson that 
advanced environmental awareness and protection throughout 
the 20th century. In this spirit we continue to develop and 
implement meaningful nature-oriented Art, Education, and 
Conservation initiatives that open people’s eyes to the natural 
world around them, initiatives that are focused on place but are 
connected through a global framework.

THE FUTURE 
RTPI’s Action Plan 2016-2021 includes expanding the reach of our exhibits and public 
programming, bringing nature back into people’s lives through innovative programs, and 
addressing environmental needs with practical, community-based solutions.

Art RTPI uses art to inspire appreciation of nature, 
whether it be though our extensive collection of Peterson’s 
original work or our world-class exhibitions from visiting 
artists.

Education Environmental literacy is everybody’s 
responsibility - not just experts and special interests. 
We recognize that all people should experience and 
study firsthand the workings of the natural world and its 
importance to human life.

Conservation RTPI engages in meaningful 
conservation research and environmental consulting. Our 
goal is to increase awareness and understanding of the 
natural connections among species, habitats, and people.
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What’s Next?
In early 2016, RTPI staff 
and trustees developed an 
informational brochure 
that summarizes our plan 
for action in the coming 
years. A more formal and 
in-depth strategic plan for 
RTPI’s future is currently 
being developed, but this 
brochure provides an 
easily-accessible overview 
of the main programmatic 
efforts that are underway.  
A digital version of our 
Action Plan is available 
for download on our 
website (www.rtpi.org), 
and we will gladly mail 
hard copies to you upon 
request. 

Roger Tory Peterson (1908-1996)
Artist, author, and influential 
conservationist, Roger Tory 
Peterson was born, raised 
and inspired in Jamestown, 
New York. Peterson pioneered the 
modern age of nature study  as a 
pastime with his breakthrough 
1934 book A Field Guide to the 
Birds. Although birds were his 
great passion, his knowledge 
and influence reach far beyond 
birdwatching and far beyond North 
America. His contributions have 

helped educate generations about nature worldwide and helped spark the global 
modern day environmental movement. His legacy continues to inspire and educate 
millions of people. 

“The humane person, 
the civilized person, 
readily accepts not only 
the humane ethic, as 
we think of it, but also 
the conservationist’s 
philosophy, as well as 
the environmentalists’s 
point of view. They 
are overlapping and 
interlocking. All are 
essential to a better and 
more civilized world—a 
reverence for life.”
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Bringing RTPI’s Special  
Collections to You 
Even though many people enjoy visiting RTPI’s main facility 
in Jamestown each year , not everyone is able to travel here to 
see the beautiful works of art that Roger Tory Peterson left in 
our care. Although his field guide art looks spectacular in our 
museum, its purpose is to inspire and educate as many people 
as possible. In order to make the unique materials in our 
special collections more broadly available, we are beginning a 
program to digitize our archives, develop digital tours of our 
facility, work and collections, and also to prepare items from 
our special collections for travel to other venues.

Since our last annual report, more than 3,000 people have visited RTPI to attend our exhibits and 
public programs. In the past year we have hosted a variety of exhibits, ranging from Sir John Seerey-
Lester’s world famous wildlife art to a photography exhibit that highlights our conservation and 
education efforts in the tropics. In addition, we are turning the idea of an art gallery inside out. 
Rather than bringing people indoors to see our ‘Meet Your Neighbours’ nature photography, we will 
be installing photographic panels in storefronts in downtown Jamestown turning the city into a stage 
where we can highlight its urban wildlife. 

2017 Preview
The  art galleries of RTPI will continue to provide world-class nature art exhibits year-around, 
but two exhibits for 2017 are particularly noteworthy. During April-June 2017, we will present 

a first time ever watercolor and sculpture exhibit by father and 
son, M.C. and Dale Weiler. A native of New York, M.C. was 
an internationally acclaimed watercolorist in the sporting art 
world. Endowed with his father’s artistic DNA, Dale took up 
stone sculpting later in life, following a successful career in 
management consulting and military service. Both  men have 
received global accolades for their art.   

   
Following the Weiler exhibit, RTPI is honored to host the 41st 
annual, Birds in Art exhibition from the Leigh Yawkey Woodson 
Museum in Wausau, Wisconsin. Each year this exhibition brings 
together over 100 of the best bird artists from around the world.

2016/2017 exhibit 
schedule

Focus on Nature XIV
12/03/16-04/09/17

The Weilers’ Evolution:  
A Father and Son’s 
Artistic Journey 
04/21-07/02/17

Birds in Art 
07/15/17-08/27/17

Neil Rizos 
09/15/17-12/10/2017

Art

‘Lesser Bird of Paradise’ (detail) by Juan Castillo, Focus on Nature XIV Exhibit

2016 Highlights 
Visitors to our galleries this year had the opportunity to travel 
the globe through the artistic renderings of a multitude of 
talented artists. Michael DiGiorgio and Bill Burt shed light the 
lives of myriad bird species. Jan Lutz and Twan Leenders offered 
glimpses of the species and habitats found in the tropics; John and 
Suzie Seerey-Lester provided a visual tour of wildlife worldwide 
with lessons in humanity’s historical and present relationships 
with some of the planets most noble beasts; and the artistic guild 
comprising the Focus on Nature XIV exhibition demonstrates the 
role illustration plays in natural science research and education 
by bringing  difficult to visualize images into focus.

 ‘Just Within Reach’ by Dale Weiler
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RTPI specializes in providing nature-based learning experiences rooted in the places where we 
live. We work in collaboration with partners, both at our headquarters and across the country, to 
engage  students of all ages with their own “Wild America”. RTPI’s nature education, outreach, and 
awareness efforts come in many different forms, but all share our unique synergy of art, education and 
conservation to increase understanding, appreciation, and protection of the natural world.

Project Wild America Youth Ambassadors 
The Project Wild America (PWA) Youth Ambassadors program is one of our educational initiatives in Jamestown. It supports 
the Urban Ecosystem concept by providing summer employment for area high school and college students with an interest in 
environmental issues the opportunity to work alongside RTPI biologists and conservation staff. Through this program, local youth 
learn real job skills while they investigate and monitor local species of conservation concern, and raise public awareness about our 
important natural resources. Information gathered through this project informs larger planning and restoration efforts in the area. 
You can learn more about our youth ambasssadors’ experiences at www.projectwildamerica.org.

Project Wild America Youth Ambassadors gather by the Chadakoin River in 
Jamestown, NY, one of the focal areas for their summer work.

Students survey dragonfly populations at McCrae Point Park in Jamestown; 
these insects are excellent indicators of environmental quality. 

Reimagining Jamestown as a Model ‘Urban Ecosystem’
Rather than compartmentalizing nature enjoyment as something that happens in specific places (e.g. only in a nature preserve), or 
at a certain time (e.g. after retirement), we strive to develop Roger Tory Peterson’s hometown of Jamestown, New York, as a model 
urban ecosystem where environmental awareness and stewardship are part of everyday life, functional green spaces are available to 
everyone, and where nature capital is appreciated as an important driver of economic, cultural and community health. 

Environmental literacy is everybody’s responsibility – we are all dependent upon a healthy and functioning living world –  and RTPI 
provides people with meaningful opportunities to engage in the study of local natural history. Through a variety of new collaborative 
partnerships with schools, city officials, conservation partners and interested individuals, we hope to increase awareness and 
understanding of the natural connections between species, habitats, people and communities. 

The Chadakoin River in Jamestown, NY, drains nearby Chautauqua Lake and has always been an economic driver for the City of Jamestown. By aligning 
economic, environmental, educational, recreational  and other community goals we hope to develop the river corridor into a thriving ‘urban ecosystem.’

Education
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Meet Your Neighbours 
RTPI is an official partner in the ‘Meet Your Neighbors” 
global biodiversity project (www.meetyourneighbours.
net) in which photographers from around the world 
contribute striking images of their natural “neighbors”. 
With financial support from the Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation and the Ralph C. Sheldon 
Foundation, we produced 25 photographic panels 
featuring images of local plants and animals that will be 
placed in storefronts throughout the City of Jamestown. 
The photographs, taken by RTPI President Twan 
Leenders, are accompanied by informative text panels. 
They will also be connected through scannable QR codes 
that allow viewers to access additional information on 
their mobile devices. This city-wide outdoor exhibit is 
part of RTPI’s Project Wild America initiative, which 
highlights the notion that nature is all around us, and 
connects people with the wild things that live in our 
common backyard.

WildLife Guards
The WildLife Guards program, a collaboration between RTPI, 
Audubon Connecticut, and the City of Bridgeport, CT, provides 
summer employment for Bridgeport youth. High school and 
college-age students support ongoing conservation efforts along 
the Long Island Sound and raise awareness of the creatures with 
which beachgoers share their coastal habitats. 

The Wildlife Guards support our collaborative work with the Audubon 
Alliance for Coastal Waterbirds, monitoring beach-nesting shorebirds 
in coastal CT, and raising awareness of the need to protect their sensitive 
habitat.

Through a collaboration with the Reg Lenna Center for the Arts,    
RTPI’s PWA Youth Ambassadors had a ‘home’ in downtown 
Jamestown during the summer. This location served as a work and 
meeting area for our summer interns, but also provided a display 
space where their findings could be shared with the public.  Note 
the ‘Meet Your Neighbours’ photographs in the windows, which 
highlight local, urban flora and fauna and are the start of a growing 
outdoor exhibit. 

An example of one of the photographic panels that draws attention 
to the plants and animals that still persists in developed and urban 
areas. This image shows a Great Spangled Frittilary butterfly, 
photographed in Jamestown.

College Courses and 
Internships 

RTPI staff teach a variety of Biology and Environmental 
Science-focused courses through Jamestown Community 
College (JCC), and co-teach tropical biology courses in 
Panama and Costa Rica for highschool students with an 
interest in pursuing an environmental career. In addition, 
RTPI offers supervised internship opportunities for high 
school and undergraduate students to get involved in our 
ongoing research and conservation projects. 

Students look on as RTPI affiliate Sean Graesser handles a recently 
captured and banded Royal Flycather in the Costa Rican rainforest.
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RTPI Research in the Tropics
RTPI President Twan Leenders embarked on two research expeditions to Central 
America in the spring, and provided several students with transformative educa-
tional opportunities. With financial support from the Trust for Wildlife, high school 
students from Connecticut worked alongside scientists to band migratory neotropi-
cal birds, monitored critically endangered frogs, recorded previously undocumented 
bird and invertebrate calls for Cornell Lab of Ornithology Macaulay Library, and 
investigated sustainable non-timber forest resources. 

In addition, Dr. Leenders recruited two undergraduate students to help him and fel-
low researchers unravel the intricacies behind the surprising survival of a population 
of Limosa Harlequin Frogs in eastern Panama. These frogs were once common, but 
have disappeared rapidly due to the spread of a deadly fungal disease. They discov-
ered that historic land use may provide clues to solving this mystery, and better 
understanding of the underlying mechanisms will not only help to keep one of the 
last surviving populations of this species  from going extinct, but will also provide 
insights as to how to better protect other species elsewhere. 

The international magazine ‘New Scientist’ recently featured Dr. Leender’s research 
in its first-ever picture-led feature article, which has since been reprinted in several 
languages other than English. You can read this article (and others) on RTPI’s web-
site: www.rtpi.org/conservation/tropical-research-conservation/
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RTPI is involved with several active conservation projects in New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Cos-
ta Rica, and Panama. By carrying out ‘boots on the ground’ research, creating hands-on opportunities for 
young naturalists to learn today’s tools and skills of the trade, and by generating awareness of our work, we 
tackle real life conservation issues while educating the next generation of environmental professionals and 
the communities in which we work. Increased awareness of the animals, plants, and habitats that occur in 
our world’s backyards is the first, logical step towards developing practical, community-based solutions 
that address environmental needs at home, in our region, and beyond. 

Invasive Species
Invasive, non-native plants and animals are all around us. They can harm natural ecosystems, threaten agriculture, wildlife, forestry 
practices, recreational and economic resources; in some cases they can even pose a risk to animal and human health, but in all cases 
their attempted removal and management is extremely costly. As the old saying goes: ‘an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure.’ RTPI is tireless in its endeavor to raise broader awareness of some of the most critical invasive species threats in our region. Our 
efforts include training local students and citizen scientists on effective early detection and monitoring techniques. The problematic 
exotic species that we target include Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Emerald Ash Borer, Water Chestnut, and other pests that are present 
at still manageable levels in our region.

JCC Student Taegan Smith photographs an 
endangered Limosa Harlequin Toad that the 
team found while in Panama. The color pat-
tern on these frogs is as unique as a fingerprint 
and can facilitate recognition of individuals 
over time.

Conservation

Preventing the spread of 
economically significant 
invasive species can 
be fun! One of RTPI’s 
innovative citizen science 
initiatives recruits 
recreational snowmobilers 
with their cell phone 
cameras as early detection 
tools to help prevent 
the spread of Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid, a highly 
destructive forest pest.    
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Stratford Point and Long Island Sound
RTPI continues to support the long-term environmental clean-up and avian 
monitoring efforts carried out by DuPont Corporation at the historic trap & 
skeet shooting range now called Stratford Point. In partnership with Audubon 
Connecticut, the state office of the National Audubon Society, RTPI staff surveys 
dabbling ducks and shorebirds at this important conservation area on the 
Long Island Sound, to assess the long-term effectiveness of large-scale coastal 
remediation and habitat restoration efforts that take place there. 

RTPI shares an office with Audubon Connecticut at Stratford Point, and 
supports additional conservation and outreach efforts on site and along the 
Connecticut shoreline. These projects are carried out in partnership with the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, as well as several academic and non-profit partners. 

More detailed information about our joint efforts at Stratford Point can be 
seen on the Audubon Connecticut website here: http://ct.audubon.org/
conservation/revitalizing-coastal-habitat-stratford-point

Bio-remediating Permeable Pavement
Billions of gallons of contaminated storm water run off of paved, non-porous surfaces each year, causing 
erosion problems in adjacent non-paved areas and carrying contaminants directly into our waterways. 
RTPI has installed a fully-functional test plot of an innovative 3-part system of pervious pavement, 
storage aggregate, and bio-remediation agents, designed by Crosswater Solutions and supported 
by funding from the Seneca Trails and the Appalachian Region Conservation and Development 
boards. This experimental setup in RTPI’s parking area  captures runoff and temporarily retains it 
underground, where beneficial bacteria break down contaminants contained in the storm water. 
Systems like this have the potential to greatly reduce costly erosion problems caused by traditional, 
impervious surfaces, but can also turn roads, driveways, and parking areas into clean-up sites that 
remove contaminants and release clean water back into the environment. We will monitor our 
experimental system to determine its effectiveness under real-life conditions over the next year, and 
hope to incorporate similar systems into future projects.

Greening Jamestown’s Chadakoin River Walk 
RTPI has secured County funding to begin addressing the long-term need for smarter 
landscaping to stabilize and beautify the banks of the Chadakoin River. In collaboration 
with the City of Jamestown and the Chautauqua County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, we will restore a badly eroded section of the Greater Jamestown Riverwalk and 
redevelop it in a more sustainable manner to support recreational activities and economic 
development. It will also provide ecosystem services such as enhanced rain water 
retention, filtration of runoff, habitat for urban wildlife, viable competition for nuisance 
invasive species, and critical habitat for natural pollinators. In addition, the development 
and maintenance of this project will provide valuable ‘teachable moments’ that will form 
the basis of community-based monitoring and education programs, turning the restored 
Riverwalk into a beautiful outside classroom.

The Jamestown section of the Chadakoin River is home to Spiny Softshell Turtles (a NYS species of Special Conservation Concern) 
and other sensitive animals and plants. Guided by RTPI’s research, future restoration efforts along the river will include landscape 
elements that create opportunities to benefit our poorly known and under-appreciated urban wildlife.       

Habitat restoration and threatened species 
monitoring efforts continue at Stratford Point, CT. 

A pilot version of an innovative, permeable pavement system which absorbs and cleans storm water before releasing it back into the 
environment, was recently installed and is currently being tested at RTPI.     
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About Our President 
Twan Leenders is a biologist from the Netherlands specializing in animal ecology 
and conservation management. For more than 20 years he has carried out research on 
birds, mammals and plants in various places on the planet. Dr. Leenders is particularly 
interested in amphibians, reptiles and tropical rainforest ecology. He has participated 
in many international expeditions that helped gather data to better understand and 
protect biologically important habitats and species.

As president of the Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History, Dr. Leenders 
applies his experience to the Chautauqua County region and develops new conservation 
research and education initiatives that aim to spark increased interest in the area’s 

unique natural history. He recognizes the importance 
of providing economic incentives to promote good 
environmental stewardship. 

Leenders continues to research endangered amphibians in 
Costa Rica and Panama, and he returns to both countries 
regularly - often with student researchers in tow - to 
document the fascinating dynamics of tropical rainforests 
and monitor some of the planet’s most threatened 
amphibian populations. Leenders is the author of two books 
on the wildlife of Costa Rica and his new field guide on the 
amphibians of Costa Rica was just released this fall. Dr. 
Leenders is also an avid photographer and wildlife artist, 
and his amazing images adorn the pages of these books.

Members of our community, such as the volunteers from Cummins Engines 
pictured above, are regularly inspired to contribute to RTPI. Whether it is 
by  maintaining our gardens, scanning and digitizing pieces from our archives, 
or helping with other tasks, RTPI is always grateful for their dedication and 
helping hands.

Website & Social Media 
Our website, blog, Facebook page, and Twitter feed are the primary outlets for information and updates on our many programs and 
activities. You can find links to all of these outlets on the homepage of our website at rtpi.org—’like’ us on Facebook or subscribe to 
free email updates on our website.

Visitor Experience
While RTPI welcomes repeat visitors from our local community, 
we also enjoy the company of many guests from outside our region. 
Visitors are awed by the detail and depth of Roger Tory Peterson’s 
original artwork, and impressed by the biographical narratatives 
that accompany these pieces.

RTPI President Twan Leenders is an avid 
conservation photographer. He focuses on raising 
awareness  of often overlooked plants and animals 
by capturing their beauty in intricate detail.

The Jamestown Garden Club tends “Eleanor’s Sanctuary” - the garden 
is named for the late Eleanor Sanctuary.
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The Roger Tory Peterson Institute Honor Roll of Donors 
Donations, grants and bequests provide critical support for RTPI’s financial stability. Your contributions help us to develop and implement the initiatives you read 
about in this report. The following list includes individuals, organizations and foundations who have contributed to RTPI during the abbreviated fiscal year of May 
1 - December 31, 2015, at the level of $100 and above, as well as memorials and honorariums. Every contribution is important, and helps sustain RTPI’s mission-driven 
programming for the future. The next gift listing will reflect the fiscal year January 1 - December 31, 2016. Thank you!
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$25,000 - 50,000
Chautauqua Region Community Foundation
Mr. William R. Hackney, III
Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation
$10,000 - 24,999
Estate Of Yolande Augusto
Holmberg Foundation, Inc.
Johnson Foundation
$5,000 - 9,999
Chautauqua County Dept of Finance
Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation
$2,500 - 4,999
Elizabeth Hoffmann
M & T Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Allen Peterson
$1,000 - 2,499
Mrs. Donald Alstadt
Mr. Warren C. Blanchard, Jr.
Mr. Craig Hoskins Caldwell
Mrs. Diane M. Carlson & Mr. William  Freyd
Mrs. H. I. Cone
The Eisner Foundation
Karen and Tim Goodell
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hampton
Mr. G.P. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tory C. Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Redington
Ms. Frances M. Rew
Andrew Sabin Family Foundation
Mr. Douglas L. Schutte
Ms. Linda Goodridge Steckley & Mr. Pete Weitzel
Dr. Marilyn Zagora & Mr. Robert Oddy
$500 - 999
Mrs. Deborah A. Andersen
Mr. Jaye H. Beebe
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Dale
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. DeSha
The Lenna Foundation
Mary Beth and Bob Metcalf
Dr. Lillian Ney
Mrs. Noble S. Proctor
Mr. and Mrs. Barclay Wellman
$250 - 499
3 Seas Recreation
Samuel and Gretchen Alessi
Cummins Employees Combined Charities Fund
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Evans
Mrs. Cornelia B. Ferguson
Gebbie Foundation
Dr. Nadia Geleil
Great Tree Inn Bed & Breakfast
Green Thumb Garden Club
Mr. Edward E. Hastings
Mr. Rhoe B. Henderson
Jamestown Garden Club
Gary N. Johnson Insurance Agency
Ranjit K. and Sarojini Laha, M.D.
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Laird
Donald and Deborah Lauper
Mr. Michael Liberati
Mr. Robert P. Long
Ms. Madeline Miles
Native Roots
Becky and Steve Nystrom
Drs. Robert A. and Veronica S. Petersen

Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Putnam, Jr.
Veronica and Matthew Serwacki, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Sinatra
Mr. Robert A.M. Stern
Linda V. Swanson
Dr. Peter Walter
Donald L. & Elizabeth C. Watts
Dr. Jeanne Wiebenga
Z & M Ag and Turf
$100 - 249
Billie Agostino
Mr. John E. Anderson
Ms. Kathleen N.Scharon Azzaro
Mr. Paul J. Baicich
Ms. Laurie Barrera
Dr. and Mrs. Clifford T. Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Becker
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Berry
Mrs. Renate Bob
Jon and Barbara Boone
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Braham
Mr. and Mrs. Dalton J. Burgett
Mrs. John Burgher
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Buteau
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Buxbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Cadwell
Joann Casel
Mr. J. Marlin Casker
Chautauqua Bird Tree & Garden Club
Jessica F. Roberts &  Nels A. Christensen
Ms. Barbara J. Combs
Ms. Kathie Herron & Ms. Wendy Culver
Mr. and Mrs. Phin DeMink
James and Mary Beth Dowdell
Rod and Carol Drake
Mrs. Helen G. Ebersole
Ms. Mary Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Erickson
Ted and Deborah First
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Gingell
Mr. Andrew W. Goodell
James and Sonya Gustafson
Mr. and Mrs Fred K. Habenicht, Jr.
Judy and Bruce Hagadorn
Ms. Mary Anne Harp
Ms. Katherine Hauth
Ron and Patti Heebner
Mr. Theodore Hendrickson
HSBC Philanthropic Programs
Mary B. Hunt
Ms. Harriet Husemann
Mrs. Janice Isaman
John and Carol Jablonski
Paul Jackino
Mr. Jeremy B. Jackson
Mr. David J. James, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Kidder
Ms. Kathleen A. Kiely
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Kingsley
Ms. Janice C. Kirby
Mr. Arthur Klebanoff
Ms. Denise Schalleur Klein

Ms. Louise M. Kolinofsky
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Y. Kopf
Dr. Jim Laughner
Casey and Twan Leenders
Ms. Donna F. Lindgren
Barbara Yellig Lupfer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Lyons
James L. and Ellen Palmer Marsey
Florence and Michael McBride
Ms. Susan McGreevy
Scott and Jennifer McMaster Lumia
James Mittlefehldt
W. Charles Neal
Mrs. Marjorie Neel
Mr. Lennart H. Nilson
Mr. John A. Nord
Debra Nugent
Mr. Thomas M. O’Donnell
Stephen and Enid Oresman
Ms. Diana B. Perron
Allen and Mary Peterson
Ms. Charlotte Peterson
Mark Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Pigman
Mrs. Gloria Plevin
Mr. Joel Potash & Ms. Sandra Hurd
Christine and Richard Powers
Mrs. Nancy N. Price
Ms. Marsha C. Pritz
Ms. Mirian S. Reading & Mr. Richard R. Miller
Mr. Daniel Reale
Mr. Alberto Rey
Ms. Dori Selene Rockefeller
Mrs. Annelie Rose
Ms. Elizabeth J. Rosenthal
Ms. Margaret A. Samsel
Ms. Susan Schumann-Skehan
Curt and Joyce Sechler
Mr. and Mrs. David Shepherd
Mr. Jonathan K. Standish
Mr. and Mrs. L.J. Stein
Eric Stevens
Harlan Q. & Katharine G. Stevenson
Richard and Mary Stineman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sundell
Mr. Austin D. Swanson
Mr. Stephen Taylor
Mr. Michael D. Terry
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ungerer
Ms. Gale Ver Hague
Mr. and Mrs George Verdisco
Kevin Warner
Ms. Sherri N. Weaver
Cole and Kathy Werble
Mr. Jonathan G. Weston
Ms. Carol M. White
Ms. Carolyn Taft Whitehead
Mrs. Sandra C. Whitford
Mr. DeWitt Williams
Mr. John Winn
Christopher and Melinda Wolcott
Mr. and Mrs. Allen J. Yahn
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About the Roger Tory Peterson Institute 
In 1984, the Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History was founded in Peterson’s home of Jamestown, New York, as an 
educational institution-the sole organization charged by Peterson with preserving his lifetime body of work and making it available 
to the world for educational purposes. RTPI holds a Permanent Charter from the New York State Education Department and is 
a 501(c)3 non-profit institution. As the steward of Roger Tory Peterson’s legacy, RTPI connects people with nature through art, 
education and conservation.

New Fiscal Year End Date and 
New Giving Format
On December 31, 2015 RTPI completed its first “calendar year” 
fiscal year, thus ending the May 1 - April 30 format, and resulting 
in a short year (May 1 - December 31) for fundraising. 

We have also moved away from a traditional membership 
giving format, in favor of a streamlined giving program aimed 
at increasing operational support for RTPI and reducing cost 
through donations to the Peterson Fund. RTPI supporters will 
receive regular information-filled updates about our programs, 
with a giving opportunity in each. A courtesy card for free or 
reduced admission to RTPI exhibits is available, as always.

Roger Tory Peterson Institute
of Natural History

Honor Roll of Donors,  
(continued from Page 11) 
Honorariums
In honor of Lee Peterson
Bucks County Birders
Grosse Point Garden Club
In honor of Rick Redington
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Redington
Memorial Gifts
In memory of Gerald Augusto
Estate Of Yolande Augusto
In memory of Warren & Katrina Blanchard
Mr. Warren C. Blanchard, Jr.
In memory of Clair Burgeson
Ms. Louise M. Kolinofsky
In memory of Virginia Canfield
Ron and Patti Heebner
Margaret, Bette, & Peter Samsel
In memory of Richard Cowan
Ms. Mary Ellis

In memory of Noble Proctor
Mr. Paul J. Baicich
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Buteau
Ms. Barbara J. Combs
James and Mary Beth Dowdell
Mr. Theodore Hendrickson
Ms. Kathleen A. Kiely
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Kingsley
Ms. Janice C. Kirby
Casey and Twan Leenders
Ms. Donna F. Lindgren
Florence and Michael McBride
Ms. Diana B. Perron
Mrs. Noble S. Proctor
Ms. Susan Schumann-Skehan
Harlan Q. & Katharine G. Stevenson
Mr. DeWitt Williams
In memory of
Francesca Rappole Wellman Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Lyons

Support: You Can Help
RTPI is successful because of your involvement, and  your 
financial support gives us the strong foundation needed to 
expand Peterson’s legacy into the future. Please donate today; 
it will truly make a difference. To make a gift, click the ‘Donate 
Now’ button on our website at www.rtpi.org, or call Linda 
Pierce at 716.665.2473 x226.

Peterson Fund 
Gifts to the Peterson Fund, RTPI’s annual giving program, 
provide unrestricted operating support to help RTPI accomplish 
its mission to educate and keep Peterson’s legacy alive by 
connecting people with nature through art, education and 
conservation. 

Planned Gifts - The Peterson Society 
Planned giving is a way to leave a legacy of your own or honor a 
loved one; it includes gifts through wills, charitable gift annuities 
and charitable trusts. When you are a planned gift donor, you 
will become part of our legacy group, the Peterson Society.

End-of-period financials
for the shortened Fiscal Year 2015 

Total Revenue $413,164 
Total Expenses $456,237 
Net Assets End of Period - RTPI $5,149,434 
    
Net Assets - RTPI Foundation: $1,465,020 (50.5% perma-
nently restricted)
Designated funds held by Chautauqua Region Community 
Foundation to benefit RTPI: $1,083,671  (100% permanently 
restricted)

RTPI’s audited financial statements and IRS-Form 990 are 
available on our website at www.rtpi.org/about/account-
ability and are updated annually. 

About the cover: A student researcher records dawn bird and insect calls in a 
Costa Rican rainforest clearing. Photo by Twan Leenders

Learn it. Love it. Protect it.


