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1. THE ARBORETUM. Located across Thunder Bridge at the 
Overlook, this newly restored outdoor nature classroom has 
identified all flora with plant markers.  Established in 1915 by 
Henrietta Ord-Jones as a gift to the Bird Tree and Garden Club it 
features a birdbath donated by Thomas and Mina Edison. Benches 
are located throughout. A wonderful garden for contemplation.

2. BUTTERFLY GARDEN. Situated between the South Gate 
entrance and Massey Avenue, it was begun in 1993 and since 
expanded. It features perennials and annuals known to attract 
butterflies. The ravine behind it provides the trees and wild growth 
needed for a complete habitat for the various stages of butterfly 
development. 

3. CLSC ALUMNI HALL. The Helen Giacobine, CLSC Class of 1982, 
and Kate Kimball Gardens are located behind alumni hall.  On the 
South Avenue side plant material such  
as ferns, irises, daylilies and rhododendrons from the original garden 
design was re-established in 2008 when the building underwent 
construction.  

4. BRIDE’S GARDEN. Located in the triangle next to the Hall of 
Christ, this is a shady perennial bed providing a colorful backdrop 
for bridal photographs during the many pre and post season 
weddings. Anchored by a large blue Urn, there are many white 
perennials throughout.

5. CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD GARDEN. Located at the 
Episcopal Chapel, this primarily red and white garden has a mix of 
bee balm, hydrangea, hosta, spirea and cuttings are often added to 
the altar flowers. The chapel will celebrate its 125th anniversary in 
2019.

6. WISSEL GARDEN. Located alongside the Youth Activites Center 
(YAC), this garden was created in memory of Roy and Dorothy Wissel 
by their children.  The garden was designed around Dorothy’s love 
of butterflies.  A large perennial bed filled with butterfly loving 
blooms is bordered by a rock wall and rose hedge. There is a stone 
path and bench area with a spectacular view of the lake.  The upper 
hillside is covered in myrtle with an ornamental grass border along 
the street

7. BISHOP’S GARDEN. Original site of the tent platform home of 
Bishop John Heyl Vincent, one of the cofounders of Chautauqua 
Institution. It is now an enclosed two level garden with a fountain 
featuring a bronze statue by Ruth Sherwood, daughter of William 
Sherwood who was head of the Music Department in 1941. This 
garden is located on Peck Avenue and South Lake Promenade.

8. PECK AVENUE RAIN GARDEN. Located at the intersection of 
South Lake Drive and Peck Avenue, this is a rain garden catch basin 
to slow the water run off from entering the lake. 

9. SMITH WILKES HALL GARDENS. A small amphitheater built 
in 1924 located on Janes Avenue; it is the home of The Bird, Tree 
and Garden Club of Chautauqua. A Night Garden at the upper end 
features white annual and perennial flowers and a bat sculpture in 
honor of Mrs. Francessca Rappole who was a longtime supporter of 
the little brown bat project at Chautauqua. Also newly refurbished 
perennial gardens display examples of shade loving plants.  At 

the lower end is a quaint stone terrace seating area in memory of 
Eleanor McKnight Haupt.

10. CARNAHAN-JACKSON GARDEN. Located beside the 
Amphitheater along the Clark Brick Walk, this area was donated to 
the Institution as a Centennial gift by Mr. and Mrs. David Carnahan 
in 1969. It is planted in a modified Japanese style with a cascading 
waterfall/fountain, decorative bridge and unique plantings of 
conifers, azaleas, and rhododendrons.

11. ODLAND PLAZA. Meet up with friends pre or post 
Amphitheater events in this inviting brick gathering space. Note the 
Bell Tower design. Enjoy the various gardens nestled in a series of 
new rain gardens. Colorful shrubs and perennials compliment the 
space where the Gazebo stands. Established in 2018 by the Odland 
family. 

12. AMPHITHEATER GARDENS. The development of these 
gardens were coordinated along with the construction of the new 
Amp. Curved rain garden beds edge the brick walls and metal fence 
softening these materials. The spectacular series of engineered 
spaces at the lakeside portion of the Amp will manage water and 
plant material aptly for the space. Note the sculpture and series of 
bridges and stairs thoughtfully placed within the space. 

13. ROBLEE GARDEN. Located behind the Smith Library, this 
garden was dedicated in 1967. It contains a fountain with a bronze 
statue created by Dick Duhme (son-in-law of Mrs. Roblee). Also a 
beautiful old Japanese maple, mountain laurel, junipers, and annual 
plantings in flower boxes.

14. ARLINE AND RALPH BERNSTEIN BUTTERFLY RAIN 
GARDEN. At the base of Miller Park, this butterfly garden is filled 
with colorful perennials attracting Monarchs. It also buffers as a rain 
garden with rocks placed to halt the pace of run-off entering into 
the lake.

15. MILLER PARK. West of the Bell Tower, this was the original 
‘air-auditorium’ where the first Chautauqua Sunday School Assembly 
convened in August 1874. A large cement-encased chestnut stump 
marks the spot and is surrounded by junipers and annuals.

16. SHORELINE RAIN AND WETLAND GARDEN. Located 
between Children’s Beach and the Bell Tower this buffer garden 
serves to mitigate harmful effects of storm water runoff and erosion 
at the lake edge near Children’s Beach and the Pier Building.  These 
natural buffers are replete with deep-rooted native plants.

17. CAMPBELL GARDEN. An enclosed garden on Whitfield 
Avenue, it was donated to the Institution by Mrs. Henrietta T. 
Campbell in 1990. This garden has an English style setting to 
the lower portion and a Lily pond on the upper level accents the 
formal perennial beds. The lower portion is enclosed with a privet 
hedge row and lilacs, while the upper portion is enclosed with 
Rhododendrons and Mountain Laurel.

18. UNIVERSITY PARK RAIN GARDEN. This mature rain garden is 
never watered! Filled with native plants and shrubs, its hardscape 
manages the flow of water down University Park prior to reaching 
the lake.

19. FLETCHER HALL RAIN GARDEN. Constructed in conjunction 
with Fletcher Music Hall, this bioswale is lush with native plants. Its 
winding path allows the visitor to observe a wide variety of flora and 
fauna.

20. RYAN KIBLIN STORMWATER PARK. This extensive habitat 
south of Lenna Hall  named for the former manager of gardensoffers 
a visit along a winding brick path landscaped with meadow and 
wetland plants. 

21. MELVIN JOHNSON SCULPTURE GARDEN. Located along 
Palestine and Ames, this garden celebrates a rotating collection of 
sculpture durable for the elements. 

22. DISCOVERY GARDEN. This large garden was started in 
2004.  It consists of 4 different sections representing the 4 pillars of 
Chautauqua.  Here we have a wide variety of perennials, shrubbery 
and trees.  Located within the discovery garden is the Winifred B. 
McCune Memorial garden added in 2005, the area including and 
surrounding the three wooden swings.  Also in Discovery is the Joan 
Lincoln Story Circle garden, this is a spot for children to sit and listen 
to stories being told, added in 2006.

23. PALESTINE PARK. On South Lake Drive, this area was laid 
out by Dr. W. Wythe to teach biblical history and geography. It 
depicts the Jordan River and Dead Sea. The stone rise at the far 
end represents Mount Hermon. Compass points are reversed so 
Chautauqua Lake represents the Mediterranean Sea. Construction 
started in 1874. Tours are given during the Season.

24. BESTOR PLAZA POCKET GARDENS. The Village square was 
named in 1945 to honor Arthur Bestor, Chautauqua’s president 
from 1915 until his death in 1944. In the center is a large fountain. 
The four figures represent Religion, Knowledge, Music and Art. 
There are four large display beds and container plantings of annual 
flowers.  The two large beds at the Library end of Bestor Plaza as 
well as pocket gardens along the brick walk among the benches with 
annuals, perennials, shrubs and shade trees.

25. MAIN GATE WELCOME CENTER GARDENS. An array of color, 
texture, shape and design welcomes visitors to the Institution thru 
a series of beds and baskets. Of particular interest is Cranesbill, a 
native plant; “true geranium”!

26. SHORELINE BUFFER GARDENS. At the lake edge between 
Palestine Park and the Sports Club, the former concrete barrier at 
the shoreline has been removed for a more natural edge consisting 
of rocks and ‘wet’ plants. This was designed to better accommodate 
run off and reduce ill effects of algae blooms.


