
Betsy’s Unicorn Plants for   

Chautauqua County  
 

Native Perennials: 

• Wild Cranesbill- Geranium maculatum (Spring-Fall)- ‘Rozanne’, ‘Johnson’s Blue’ 

• Eastern Purple Coneflower - Echinacea purpurea (Summer-Fall) – ‘Purple Emperor’, ‘Magnus’, 

Pow Wow Wildberry, ‘Cheyenne Spirit’, ‘White Swan’ 

• Butterfly-weed - Asclepias tuberosa (Summer-Fall) 

• Rattlesnake Master - Eryngium yuccifolium (Summer-Fall) 

• Blue False Indigo - Baptisia australis (Spring) 

 

Honorable Mentions Native & Non- Native: 

• Stiff Goldenrod - Solidago rigida (Late Summer-Fall) 

• NY Ironweed - Vernonia noveboracensis 

• Goat’s Beard -Aruncus dioicus (Flowers-Spring-mid summer, Foliage until Fall) 

• Astilbe (Flowers-Spring-mid summer, Foliage until Fall) 

• Lady’s Mantle- Alchemiila mollis (Flowers-Spring-mid summer, Foliage until Fall) 

• Wild Ginger - Asarum canadense (“Hidden” Blooms in Spring) 

• Lungwort -Pulmonaria sp. (Flowers-Spring-mid summer, Foliage until Fall) 

 

Native Shrubs: 

• Buttonbush - Cephalanthus occidentalis (Summer blooms -Fall/winter interest) 

• Bayberry - Myrica pensylvanica-great privet replacement!!  Green greenery for arrangements 

• Kalm’s St. John’s Wort - Hypericum kalmianum (Pollinator Magnet!) 

• Fothergilla - Fothergilla gardenia (Slow grower -early spring blooms -amazing fall colors!) 

• Smooth Hydrangea – Hydrangea arborescens – ‘Annabelle’, ‘Invincibelle’ 

 

Honorable Mentions: 

• Sweetspire - Itea virginica (Spring blooms -Fall Foliage!) 

• Spicebush - Lindera benzoin (Great for Shade!) 

• Ninebark - Physocarpus opulifolius (Vase like form – Winter interest)  

• Winterberry - Ilex verticillata (Great fall/ winter show of berries) – NEED BOTH SEXES 

• Summersweet - Clethra alnifolia (Mid-late summer blooms-incredible smell) 
 

Trees: 

• Hackberry- Celtis occidentalis 

• Tuliptree - Liriodendron tulipifera 

• Katsura - Cercidiphyllum japonicum 

• Sourwood - Oxydendrum arboreum 

• Redbud - Cercis canadensis 

• Allegheny Serviceberry - Amelanchier laevis 

• White Fringetree - Chionanthus virginicus 

* HONORABLE MENTION- Eastern Larch- Larix laricina 
 

Annuals: 

• Salvia – ‘Rockin Fuchsia’, ‘Rockin Blue Suede Shoes’ 

• Lantana 

• Mexican Sunflower - Tithonia 

• Zinnias – Zahara, State Fair 


